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E
very day A

tlantis
Subm

arines and V
oyager

Subm
arines of H

aw
aii offer

a unique experience for
passengers to view

 the
abundant underw

ater
m

arine life living in the
tropical w

aters of H
aw

aii.

Since 1994, A
tlantis and V

oyager Subm
arines

have safely taken over 40,000 O
ahu passengers

under the sea to experience this m
em

orable
adventure.  C

urrently, the only com
m

ercial
subm

arines operating in U
.S. w

aters are in St.
T

hom
as,  U

.S. V
irgin Islands, and throughout the

14th C
oast G

uard D
istrict in O

ahu, M
aui, G

uam
,

and the B
ig Island of H

aw
aii.

A
ll com

m
ercial subm

arines that operate in U
.S.

w
aters are inspected and certified for operation by

C
oast G

uard inspectors.  In O
ahu, the com

m
er-

cial subm
arines have an excellent safety record.

B
ut w

hat w
ould happen if there w

as a subm
arine

accident or if a passenger had a m
edical em

er-
gency and needed im

m
ediate treatm

ent?  H
ow

w
ould the C

oast G
uard and the local m

arine
com

m
unity respond?

Story by L
t. B

en C
ooper

Photos by PA
2 Scott E

pperson

A
bove: A

 B
arbers P

oint H
H

-6
5
 helicopter flies tow

ard a

V
oya

ger subm
arine off W

aikiki beach

Inset: S
ubm

arine pilot talks to a diver during a rescue

dem
onstra

tion on the sea floor.
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“You �couldn’t ask for a better training
scenario” he said.  B

rannan trained the
sub crew

s to receive the helicopter basket
and place an injured person in it.  E

ach
sub crew

 practiced placing the rescue
sw

im
m

er in a rescue basket and com
m

u-
nicating w

ith the helicopter hoist
operator.

B
ased on the overw

helm
ing success of

the helicopter and subm
arine exercises in

O
ahu, sim

ilar training w
as scheduled

w
ith the A

tlantis subs operating in M
aui

and the B
ig Island of H

aw
aii.  In early

February, C
oast G

uard helicopter crew
s

conducted hoist training exercises w
ith

the A
tlantis crew

s operating in K
ailua-

K
ona, H

aw
aii, and L

ahaina, M
aui.

C
oast G

uard A
uxiliary m

em
bers and

Station M
aui personnel provided vital

assistance by enforcing safety zones for
the SA

R
E

X
.  A

ccording to A
SM

1 R
obin

N
. Feske of A

ir Station B
arber Point,

w
ho trained the M

aui and K
ailua-K

ona
subm

arine crew
s, “W

e hope w
e never

need to do a helicopter evacuation from
the subs, but if w

e do, these guys w
ill be

ready.” 

L
eft: A

 diver checks w
ith the pilot of an A

tlantis subm
arine

during an em
ergency bottom

-recovery dem
onstration off

W
aikiki B

each.

B
ottom

: A
S
M

1
 R

obin N
. Feske and L

t. B
en C

ooper w
a
tch

the crew
 of

 an A
tlantis subm

arine use a S
tokes litter during

training off M
aui.

T
hese w

ere som
e of the questions the 14th

C
oast G

uard D
istrict addressed w

hen it
sponsored a series of search and rescue
exercises w

ith A
tlantis and V

oyager Subm
a-

rines and m
em

bers of the local m
arine

salvage com
m

unity.  T
he exercises w

ere
designed to help the C

oast G
uard and

m
em

bers of the local com
m

unity develop a
better understanding of each other, as w

ell as
review

 the equipm
ent and procedures used

for search and rescue.  T
hese exercises

included helicopter hoist training off the deck
of the subm

arines operating in O
ahu, M

aui,
and the B

ig Island of H
aw

aii.
A

 com
m

ercial subm
arine em

ergency
response w

orkshop w
as held in N

ovem
ber to

bring together m
em

bers from
 the 14th

D
istrict, G

roup H
onolulu and M

arine Safety
O

ffice H
onolulu, as w

ell as representatives
from

 the U
. S. N

avy, A
tlantis and V

oyager
Subm

arines, and m
em

bers of the local
m

arine salvage com
m

unity.  T
he m

eeting
provided an opportunity for
the participants to becom

e
fam

iliar w
ith one another, to

discuss the assets and capa-
bilities of the different
organizations, as w

ell as
review

 the design and safety
features of the subs.

T
his m

eeting w
as follow

ed
by a fam

iliarization dive
aboard an A

tlantis subm
arine

for all participants.  T
he

A
tlantis crew

 dem
onstrated

the safety and em
ergency

system
s of the sub during a

dive off W
aikiki B

each,
O

ahu.  A
SM

2  K
eith

B
rannan, a rescue sw

im
m

er
from

 A
ir Station B

arbers Point and C
m

dr.
D

ick H
uw

el, 14th D
istrict chief of search and

rescue, dem
onstrated helicopter hoist and

safety gear.  T
his event w

as follow
ed by a visit

to a subm
arine in drydock and helicopter hoist

training for the subm
arine crew

m
em

bers.
O

n D
ec. 20, 1995, an H

H
-65 helicopter

from
 A

ir Station B
arbers Point conducted

helicopter hoists w
ith both tourist subm

arine
com

panies off O
ahu.  It w

as a great success
according to B

rannan.

Operating Subm
arines

A
tlan

tis
B

aham
as

..........................1
St. T

hom
as, U

SV
I...........1

B
arbados..........................1

G
uam

...............................1
A

ruba
...............................1

W
aikiki, H

aw
aii...............3

L
ahaina, H

aw
aii..............1

K
ona, H

aw
aii

..................1
G

rand C
aym

an Island
.....1

C
ancun, M

exico
..............1

V
oya

ger
W

aikiki, H
aw

aii...............2

A
n H

H
-6

5
 C

rew
m

em
ber hoists A

S
M

2
 K

eith B
rannan

from
 the deck of

 one of the participa
ting subm

arines.
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